

  
  
    	Original Itinerary

    	1st Day - Canb[erra] to Narrandera

    	Day 2 - [Narrandra - Mildura]

    	Day 3 - Mildura to [Clare]

    	Day 4 - Clare to Wilpena P[oun]d

    	Day 5 - At Wilpena Pound - Rawnsley Park [Station]

    	Day 6 - [Wilpena Pound] Rawnsley Park to Arakoola St[atio]n

    	Day 7 - (At Arakoola)

    	Day 8 [- Arakoola to Quorn]

    	Day 9 - Quorn to Adelaide

    	Day 10 - (At Adelaide)

    	Day 11 - (At Adelaide)

    	Day 12 - Adelaide to Kingston

    	Day 13 - [Kingston to Camperdown]

    	Day 14 - (At Camperdown)

    	Day 15 - (At Camperdown)

    	Day 16 - (At Camperdown)

    	Last Days - Camperdown - Melbourne - Merimbula

  



  
      
  

    



  


  

    

      
        	Day
        	Date
        	Destination
        	kms
        	Accommodation
        	Telephone
        	Expenses
        	Notes
      


      
        	Fuel
        	Accomm
        	Inc
        	Total
      


    

    

      
        	1
        	Sat 12 Aug
        	Canberra
        	230
        	Di [Turner]’s place
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	Farewell party
      


      
        	2
        	Sun 13 Aug
        	(At Canberra)
        	0
        	Di’s place
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	Di’s birthday
      


      
        	3
        	Mon 14 Aug
        	Narrandera
        	335

            (521)
        	Narrandera Caravan Park
        	02 6959 2955
        	

          
        	40.70

          
        	20

          
        	60.70

          
        	

          
      


      
        	4
        	Tue 15 Aug
        	Buronga (Mildura)
        	515

            (550)
        	The Edge Hotel/Motel
        	03 5023 7011
        	

          
        	

          
        	10

          
        	10

          
        	Great Aussie Breaks accommodation (1 of 5 nights)

          
      


      
        	5
        	Wed 16 Aug
        	Clare
        	390

            (452)
        	Clare Caravan Park
        	08 8842 2724
        	5

          
        	

          
        	16.50

          
        	21.50

          
        	

          
      


      
        	6
        	Thu 17 Aug
        	Wilpena Pound
        	310

            (425)
        	Rawnsley Park Package
        	08 8648 0030
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
      


      
        	7
        	Fri 18 Aug
        	(At Wilpena Pound)
        	50
        	Rawnsley Park Package
        	08 8648 0030
        	

          
        	

          
        	24.80

          
        	24.80

          
        	Sightseeing
      


      
        	8
        	Sat 19 Aug
        	Arkaroola
        	210

            (245)
        	Greenwood Lodge
        	1800 676 042
        	

          
        	

          
        	2

          
        	2

          
        	

          
      


      
        	9
        	Sun 20 Aug
        	(At Arkaroola)
        	0
        	Greenwood Lodge
        	1800 676 042
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	Sightseeing
      


      
        	10
        	Mon 21 Aug
        	Quorn
        	360

            (421)
        	Quorn Caravan Park
        	08 8648 6206
        	10

          
        	

          
        	19.75

          
        	29.75

          
        	Via Leigh Creek
      


      
        	11
        	Tue 22 Aug
        	Adelaide
        	350

            (370)
        	Adelaide Granada Motor Inn
        	08 8272 8211
        	

          
        	

          
        	31.85

          
        	31.85

          
        	Via Port Augusta
      


      
        	12
        	Wed 23 Aug
        	(At Adelaide)
        	0
        	Adelaide Granada Motor Inn
        	08 8272 8211
        	

          
        	

          
        	5

          
        	5

          
        	City tour
      


      
        	13
        	Thu 24 Aug
        	(At Adelaide)
        	120
        	Adelaide Granada Motor Inn
        	08 8272 8211
        	

          
        	

          
        	12.35

          
        	12.35

          
        	Barossa Valley
      


      
        	14
        	Fri 25 Aug
        	Kingston S.E.
        	410

            (430)
        	Kingston Caravan Park
        	08 8767 2050
        	

          
        	

          
        	44.30

          
        	44.30

          
        	Via Fleurieu and Coorong
      


      
        	15
        	Sat 26 Aug
        	Camperdown
        	450

            (485)
        	Amble Inn Motel
        	03 5593 1646
        	

          
        	

          
        	66.35

          
        	66.35

          
        	Via Portland
      


      
        	16
        	Sun 27 Aug
        	(At Camperdown)
        	410

            (485)
        	Amble Inn Motel
        	03 5593 1646
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	Grampians
      


      
        	17
        	Mon 28 Aug
        	(At Camperdown)
        	360

            (250)
        	Amble Inn Motel
        	03 5593 1646
        	

          
        	

          
        	27.80

          
        	27.80

          
        	Great Ocean Road
      


      
        	18
        	Tue 29 Aug
        	(At Camperdown)
        	200

            (370)
        	Amble Inn Motel
        	03 5593 1646
        	

          
        	

          
        	34

          
        	34

          
        	Otways
      


      
        	19
        	Wed 30 Aug
        	Toorak
        	150

            (324)
        	Helen’s [Hollolee’s place]
        	03 9804 3047
        	25

          
        	

          
        	21.80

          
        	46.80

          
        	Via Melbourne
      


      
        	20
        	Thu 31 Aug
        	Mornington Peninsula
        	50

            (44)
        	Nan and Les [Bartlett’s place]
        	03 9787 4212
        	

          
        	

          
        	10.50

          
        	10.50

          
        	Via Croydon
      


      
        	21
        	Fri 1 Sep
        	(At Mornington Peninsula)
        	0

            (184)
        	Nan and Les
        	03 9787 4212
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
      


      
        	22
        	Sat 2 Sep
        	(At Mornington Peninsula)
        	0
        	Nan and Les
        	03 9787 4212
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
      


      
        	23
        	Sun 3 Sep
        	Merimbula
        	535

            (582)
        	Home
        	02 6495 3587
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
        	

          
      


    

  




  1st Day - Canb[erra] to Narrandera


  Left 9:30 am. Showery rain, which cleared at Wagga [Wagga].


  Lunch at Coolamon, at the Royal Hotel. Fish and chips and salad, very
      nice.


  Our deviation through Leeton and Griffith [was] very interesting, but
      flat! Rice at Leeton and citrus, mainly for juicing, we think. Mile upon
      mile of vineyards around Griffith.


  Not impressed with Narrandera town. Cabin at camping ground basic, clean
      and adequate for overnight.


  I [Kath] drove Coolamon to Narrandera.


  [Accommodation] $40.70, inc. GST. Incid[entals] $20


  521 kms.




   Day 2 - [Narrandra - Mildura]


  Left 9:20 am for Hay. Raining. Country flat and road quite straight.
      Rather stunted tree growth, etc.


  We followed the river basically through Darlington Pk past Hay to
      Balranald, where we crossed the river.


  Lunched at the ex-Serviceman’s Club. Chicken Parmeg[iana] and salad; fish
      and salad. Very good. $10. Len given his free because the waitress spilled
      mayonnaise on his trousers!


  I drove from Balranald. Very, very flat and straight. Turned off at
      Robinvale and went to Mildura via Bannerton and Hattah, past a quite
      uninteresting National P[ar]k. Scrubby tree growth but evidently wetlands
      within. Raining, so did not want to chance the road through the park.
      Stuck to the bitumen via Hattah, then past Red Cliffs and on to Mildura.


  Stayed at Edge Motel, in Buronga, across the river. Aussie Break Cost.
      Wine $12. Meal much too large. Kept mudcake for next day!


  Rain cleared. Lots of grape vineyards and citrus orchards. 


  550 kms.




  Day 3 - Mildura to [Clare]


  Petrol at Wareton. $5


  Photo of Paddle Steamer just past Wareton. Broadacre vineyards and citrus
      in this area.


  Travelled through Merbein and irrigation area to Paurga[?] and Renmark.
      Mostly broadacre grain crops and vineyards and, towards Renmark, canola.


  Country more closely settled and more interesting between Renmark and
      Waikerie. Still lots of vineyards but more likely eating grapes and for
      drying - sultanas, currants, and raisins, etc.


  Went off highway at Waikerie, for Morgan, then across to Eudunda, via Mt
      Mary. Stopped at the Mt Mary Hotel for counter lunch ($16.50) and chat to
      local (Ces, who had cracked ribs from a fall while gardening) and licensee
      - very enjoyable break.


  Salt bush and Mallee scrub in this area. Salt bush planted for sheep feed
      while young (salt bush, I mean!). Passed through Eudunda, then cut across
      through Marrabel and Saddleworth to Mintaro to see Martindale Hall, the
      historic house belonging lastly to the Mortlake family then to the S.A.
      Historic Soc[iety] and to the National Trust. Home used in the film Picnic
        at Hanging Rock. Quite fascinating and a beautiful (but cold!) old
      stately home. Spent a [half]-hour looking through then on to Clare, to the
      caravan park for overnight.


  Cabin adequate. Very cold night though.


  Photo of curio. Wild horse caught ‘49, ridden ‘53 at Marrabel. 452 kms.




  Day 4 - Clare to Wilpena P[oun]d


  Went looking for Neagles Rock lookout. Required a long walk and weather
      very cold and windy; overcast but not raining. Found Quarry Hill lookout
      on the other side of township and further south. Quite an extensive view,
      but because of the unkind weather not very clear and very windy and cold.
      Took first panorama photo.


  Then visited Leasingham Cellars. Spent most enjoyable 40 mins talking to
      the “Winemaster”? and learning all about growing, making and marketing of
      wines and lots of the history of the Leasingham Company. Really enjoyed
      that little interlude. Bought a couple of samples after tasting the red!


  Then set off for Wilpena via Laura, Wilmington, Quorn, and Hawker. Lunch
      at the Wilmington Pub. Countryside seemed to be broadacre grain growing
      mostly. More undulating but still lots of wide open plains with salt bush
      and porcupine grass clumps mostly and pretty scrubby tree growth here and
      there. Lots of vineyards, of course, through the Clare Valley, with lots
      of smaller wine producers who supply from the Cellar Door, or mail order,
      or to some restaurants.


  On to Quorn, which became even more open plains of salt bush, etc.,
      interspersed with the odd cultivated areas of wheat, barley, and the odd
      canola crop. (Some pea crops used for rotation purposes.) Peas etc. also
      used between vine rows and ploughed in for fertilising purposes.


  Continued on to Rawnsley Park [Station] at the South end of Wilpena
      Pound. The Ranges are quite unique and impressive as you approach from the
      South, perhaps not quite as high as I expected but quite different in type
      and shape from other hills on the East coast.


  Arrived at the park around 3:30 pm and got some info from the office. A
      bit confused with details of tours, etc., but finally sorted out a 4-wheel
      drive tour of the National Park for the next day.


  Only way to see into the Pound, or to go to the top, is by walking (and
      most walks quite strenuous from all accounts). Ok if you have plenty of
      days to spare so you can set aside a day for a walk and so on. The only
      other way to see into the Pound is by air, which I believe is
      quite spectacular and probably the best way but pretty expensive at $265
      per person for about [half-an-]hour. So, we passed on that, although all
      the comments by visitors is that is it the highlight.


  425 [kms]

    




  Day 5 - At Wilpena Pound - Rawnsley Park [Station]


  Took all-day tour (4WD) (8:30 am - 4:30 pm) into the Pound (just) and
      then all around it. Such an interesting and enjoyable day in spite of the
      intermittent rain which, of course, fell during our lunch BBQ break! See
      photo.


  We visited Wilpena Homestead where they are refurbishing (very slowly)
      several outbuildings forming quite a little community at the time. Had
      morning tea. Took photos of “largest gum tree in Australia”, looked
      through [the] Homestead, and inspected the pet grave headstones of the
      family’s dogs and cats, etc.


  Went through Bunyeroo Gorge in the ABC Range up to Aroona Station. Saw
      the old pug and pine hut where Hans Heysen used to stay to do his
      painting, right near the Heysen Range. Climbed to old Hayward home site
      and took photo of [the] range. Hayward brought sheep to the valley.
      Started with £40 then, after 15 years, returned to England with £40,000!


  Then went back to the Brachina Gorge with notable rock strata, fossils in
      rocks, and one rock wallaby (on road) (actually travelled along the
      gorge). Continued West to main Leigh C[ree]k to Hawker Road and then South
      to the Mokalana Scenic Drive, South of Wilpena Pound and back to Rawnsley
      Park. A few photo opportunities, but a bit misty so not sure of [the]
      results.


  Helen and John Ginman - Helen a bowler from the Southern Cross Club, used
      to be Wod[en] Valley.


  Cabins very comfortable - gas heated. Cooking gas, rest electric.
      Breakfast needs supplied. A bit light-on for coffee and sugar for two
      days! but managed to wangle another lot for our second morning! Sugar not
      sufficient for drinks and morning cereals for our liking; other
      supplies quite generous.


  BBQ lunch: steak, rissoles and snags, with salads and soft drinks and
      bread.


  Incidentals $8.30 at Wilpena, $16.50 at Rawnsley Park.


  

    




  Day 6 - [Wilpena Pound] Rawnsley Park to Arakoola St[atio]n


  Woke to a beautiful sunny morning with no wind - the sort of day you
      dream about - looks as though we could be lucky at Arakoola, our next
      stop.


  Called into Wilpena to buy petrol and look for a book about gum trees.
      Decided that $30 was too much for the National Parks book; probably get
      one at home (Australia-wide).


  Set off for Arakoola about 9:30 am. First stop at Hucks Lookout. Took
      photos inc[luding] an explanation of [the] geological formation of the
      pound. Then to Stokes Lookout, then set off through the Flinders Ranges
      National Park. Mainly rolling plains and light scrubby trees.


  After we left the N[ational] P[ark] the country opened out even more and
      flatter as we travelled North. We lunched on mixed nuts and fruit and a
      stubbie in a dry but treed creek bed (windmill in photo). Pressed on
      through plains and part of the Gammon Ranges National Park, then on to
      Arakoola to our basic motel accommodation which used to be the original
      motel, now called GREENWOOD.


  Did laundry on arrival ($2). 


  Found out from another visitor (bus group) who had been there 19 years
      earlier with husband. She was interested to see if the suites were the
      same (and they were). A very interesting concept with motel rooms all
      around a Common Room (huge). About 20 rooms that all entered from the
      outside and all also opened into central C[ommon] Room.


  Dined on Emu and Kangaroo (sharing) in the dining room - very enjoyable.


  Plenty of people in the dining room although it’s not a very busy
    time. after dinner, home to bed by 9 pm.


  245 kms


  

    




  Day 7 - (At Arakoola)


  Breakfast at 8 am. Then our own trip to Bolla Ballana Spring and on to
      Nooldoonooldoona Waterhole; 30 kms. Very rugged country and rough, stoney
      water creek roads, but quite navigable if taken quietly and keep eye out
      for rocks embedded in road. Beautiful Red River Gums at Spring.


  Visited old Copper Smelter enroute. Startled a roo from the ruins!
      Interesting rocks and examples of the different minerals (in seams, etc)
      at Nooldoonooldoona Waterhole. (Took photos of both, of course.)


  Counter lunch of s[and]wiches, pie and chips then on Ridgetop Tour to
      Sillers Lookout.


  How can I describe this? Fascinating, rugged, rough, at times quite
      hair-raising, and most of all spectacular at the lookout. Saw Emus[?] in
      plenty, wedge-tailed eagles in flight, and on homeward journey Emu dad
      with about 10 chicks. Many wildflowers along the way - although most of
      them very small and had to stop and have them explained by Kim, our very
      competent “Saab”[?] driver. Good congenial crowd (10) including small boy
      and an enjoyable time was had by all in the specially-designed open-top
      4WD vehicle.


  Carvery roast dinner that night and once again home to bed by 9pm.


  Also, took photo of cairn for Reg Sprigg near Mt Painter where ashes are
      spread.


  

    




  Day 8 [- Arakoola to Quorn]


  Paid up! On the way out visited the Barraranna Gorge. Enroute passed old
      Arakoola Homestead, ochre wall and cairn[?] to Patterson family of
      Paisley, Scotland, erected in 1977. Family donated funds for re-routing
      and upgrading of road to Arakoola village.


  Travelled to Balcanoona and turned off on to road to Copley passing
      through Gammon] Ranges National Park west to Copley. Purchased beautiful
      pasties at the Tullochs Bakery. Took them out to the Leigh Creek Mine
      viewing area and ate them in the car. First having to hot foot it back to
      Copley from Leigh Creek to collect my handbag, which I’d left behind!


  Took photos of open cut, ate pastries and then headed South for Quorn.
      Petrol stop at Hawker. Oh yes, did a slow-car-tour of Leigh Creek township
      before we left.


  Road south from Leigh Creek over flat plains - bitumen all the way, over
      plains (some very scarce, if any, vegetation much) with ranges - sometimes
      each side, sometimes only on the East of the highway.


  Petrol stop at Hawker, only, then South to Quorn. Wild flowers (or
      perhaps weeds) quite colourful along the roadside - purple, blue, yellow
      and orange, in parts. Otherwise, very flat and uninspiring. Saw a 2.5 km
      train south of Leigh Creek.


  Found Caravan Park in Quorn where we had booked [a] cabin. Very
      comfortable (demountable); self-contained and clean. Ate at home! and
      watched TV.


  $10 for petrol at Leigh Creek @ $1.089/litre


  $17.15 lunch (pasties) and bread, quince[?] and jam.


  $2.60 mineral water at Quorn.


  421 kms.




  Day 9 - Quorn to Adelaide


  Leave Quorn through green attractive valley following Pichi Richi
      Railway then country opens up to spinnifex and salt bush plains with
      Southern Flinders Ranges to the East to Port Augusta. Quick tour of Port
      Augusta. Surprised at the small “town centre” area. Crossed into Western
      Port Augusta over the Gulf. Made our purchases there at supermarket and
      chemist.


  Incidentals (at Port Augusta): $15.90 (film $13.80; soap $2.10)


  Port Augusta to Port Germain road fairly straight and flat over coastal
      plains still with Ranges to the East. More cultivation of plains towards
      Port Germain but still lots of rough grass and scrubby bush plains. Gave
      Port Germain township a miss and press on to Port Pine.


  Weather cold and very windy with occasional showers enroute. Also passed
      Port Pine (off the highway). Passed through much greener country with many
      grain crops and some peas and canola.


  Travelled south to Red Hill for petrol and comfort stop, then on to
      historic Port Wakefield for lunch at the Rising Sun Hotel, the oldest in
      town. Sausages, eggs and chips - very tasty. Well-kept, neat and clean old
      pub. Got a bit of the town’s history from a rather rotund local. Lunch
      cost $19.


  Drove on to Adelaide. Checked into Granada Motel. Room voluntarily
      upgraded from Budget to Standard. Very comfortable and roomy and warm!
      Went shopping and booked hair appointment at Burnside Shopping centre for
      Thursday 9:30 am. Grey Line Tours rang to confirm our tours for Wednesday
      and warn us of the change of buses from Grey Line to City Scenic for the
      am tour.


  Incidentals in Adelaide: tape $4.50, groceries $11.45


  370 kms.




  Day 10 - (At Adelaide)


  August 23rd - Tours of Adelaide and Hahndorf - Anniversary


  Picked up at motel at 8:20 and taken to depot for transfer to City Tour
      Bus. Kevin, our driver on City Tour, very clear and descriptive of the
      sights to see. Were impressed with city of Adelaide - clean, lovely old
      stone buildings and houses, and surrounded by lovely parks. Five city
      squares - the main one being Victoria Square. Light Square in honour of
      Colonel Light, who founded and designed Adelaide. Vic[toria] Sq[uare] has
      [an]  impressive fountain. Tour ended at Casino where we were giving free
      ‘chip’ for 1 bet and $2 each coupon to be deducted from any food and
      drink.


  We had lunch at [the] Cafe Bar. We had soup and roll and Schooner
      (10gs[?]) light beer. After lunch we strolled to our pick up stop for
      half-day Hahndorf via M[oun]t Lofty.


  Very picturesque. Lovely view of Adelaide from M[oun]t Lofty and then on
      past the Wildlife Animal Sanctuary to drop off two Scots women who were
      disappointed with their stay there. Very cold, only a few animals, which
      could all have been done in half-an-hour.


  The rest of us (6) pressed on via Stirling, etc, to Hahndorf. Quite
      picturesque but now very touristy. Shop after shop of crafts, etc, but
      lovely scones with jam and cream at the Muggletons General Store. After
      about one hour we went to Beerenberg to the Jam Factory - made lots of
      purchases - jams, marmalades, relishes, and sauces (yummy). Then back to
      pick up the two Scots and back to Adelaide about 5:30 or so.


  We were the last to be delivered to our motel where Brenton, our guide,
      gave us lots of helpful suggestions for our private trip next day to
      Barossa Valley. He was most helpful.


  Dinner at the restaurant of motel for our Anniversary. Half-dozen oysters
      Kilp[atrick] for me and potato wedges with chili sauce and sour cream for
      Len, followed by grilled King George whiting for us both (Len substituted
      wedges for mashed potatoes!) accompanied by salad with chardonnay (Rouge
      Homme).


  A great day.


  Incidentals: $5 - track pants at Hahndorf




  Day 11 - (At Adelaide)


  [Trip to the Barossa Valley]


  I had a hair app[ointmen]t, Len did laundry and shopping. Burnside
      Village quite an impressive shopping centre. Set off for the Barossa and
      travelled through the Torrens Gorge along the very interesting route
      Brenton had mapped out for us. Lovely treed-green hills with mainly cattle
      and sheep farms. Stopped at Lindocks Bakery for a German-style lunch (with
      Becks beer). Then pressed on to Rowland Flat where we visited the Orlando
      (Jacobs Creek) Winery for tasting and purchases. Then continued through
      various parts of the Barossa area. Decided to pass the rest of the
      wineries (as far as tasting and purchasing was concerned - we spent enough
      at Orlando and space was limited!).


  Continued on the circuitous route through to Seppeltsfield where we
      visited the Keg Factory briefly and saw them placing the hoops on the top
      of a couple of kegs - removed from the hot bath (vat) where the timber was
      softened for shaping. Quite interesting but items for sale a bit gimmicky
      and pretty expensive. Most appealing to me were the tiny half-kegs made to
      hang from tops of port kegs as drip trays! Len wouldn’t let me buy one!


  Just before this we passed the Whispering Wall - a curved dam which if
      you talk at one end someone can hear you at the other (if you talk at the
      curve of the dam). Too bloody cold to bother trying.


  Travelled on to Angaston and inspected Collingwood House. Home of the
      Angas family, now in the hands of the National Trust. Lovely old homestead
      with lots of original furnishings and memorabilia.


  Then proceeded through Eden Valley towards Adelaide. Again, lovely
      rolling farming land - more open this time. Nearing Adelaide, we
      side-tracked and went down to the coast at Glenelg to see the popular
      beach. Took a quick photo and hot-fooled it back to the car - a freezing
      wind! Beach looked rather attractive though - a bit like an extensive
      Manly perhaps. Huge new residential blocks being erected right on the
      beachfront - supposed to completed by October.


  Returned to city and decided to have dinner at Stanley’s Fish
      Restaurant/Cafe. I had crumbed Deep Sea Perch, Len had battered Deep Sea
      Perch. Very good. Pleasant service. Then returned home for coffee (tea) a
      bit of TV and then to bed.


  Another really interesting day.


  275 kms


  Incidentals (Adelaide): Food $1.95; Laundry $4; $6.35


  

    




  Day 12 - Adelaide to Kingston


  25th August - Adelaide - via Victor Harbour - Coorong - to Kingston.


  Left motel at 9 am. Overcast but sunny in patches - pleasant for
      travelling. Joined the freeway to McLaren Vale. Called at Visitor’s Centre
      and purchased some small jams, sauces, etc. for gifts. Wine tasting not
      open until 11 am today, so we didn’t delay as we had quite a way to go.


  Continued on freeway to Victor Harbour. Country very attractive, wide,
      but rolling plains with lots of grain crops including canola in bloom.
      Victor Harbour quaint, old and interesting history. The on to Goolwa to
      see the sight of the Hindmarsh Is[land] bridge controversy. Bridge now in
      progress (not finished, of course). Took photo and pressed on to
      Strathalbyn where we stopped for lunch at the Victoria on the Park Hotel.
      Heritage front but extensions done about four years ago to create a very
      attractive bistro dining room and bar area (some within the original
      stable area). Scotch fillet with Diane sauce (gravy) and lovely salads
      with bread sticks, etc. (your choice of salads).


  After lunch, pressed on to Murray Bridge and Tailem Bend and then to
      Wellington to see where the Murray flows into Lake Alexandrina - or where
      the ferry crosses the Murray just before the river mouth - no tracks out
      to the river mouth. However, we continued South to Meningie on Lake Albert
      and then over low swampy land to Coorong. All low flat swampy land but
      some farming along this stretch.


  Entered the Coorong National Park along the Coorong, a long saline lagoon
      - much larger at points than we expected. Stopped at Jack’s Point to visit
      lookout and with the help of binoculars saw lots of breeding pelicans and
      their young. Weather still kind with occasional sun bursts but mainly
      overcast. Pressed on and arrived at Kingston at about 5:15. Stopped for
      some mineral water and paper at Kingston shops and then went to Caravan
      Park to settle into cabin for night.


  Incidentals: Lunch, $20.85; Drinks & papers, $7; Jams, juices and
      spoon, $16.45


  430 kms


  

    




  Day 13 - [Kingston to Camperdown]


  26 Aug[ust]


  Left Kingston at 8 am. Showery at start and quite heavy along the way.
      Land extremely flat, black soil plains. Some grazing of sheep and cattle -
      an odd crop or two but not many (photos of old lighthouse and big lobster
      before we left).


  Plantations of Radiata Pine planted at Mt Burn near Millicent and still
      an industry today. Sawmill at Millicent with huge sawdust pile. Lots of
      reafforestation of course to keep industry going in the future - great to
      see.


  Petrol just past Millicent (Tantaroola). 60,912 at Tantaroola.


  Very fertile country in this area. Called into Mt Gambier. Looked at a sink
    hole made into a garden BBQ area in the park. Then to see the Blue Lake and
    the Crater Lake. Pressed on Piccanninie Ponds where we caught up with a
    couple of divers. Saw them dressing to go for a dive, so we waited until
    they dived taking photos on the tiny pontoon jetty, with promises to send
    photos if they were successful.


  AB Ocean Divers, 237 East Boundary Road, East Bentleigh, VIC 3165

      Tel: 03 9579 2600 


  Travelled on to Portland for lunch at the Portland Hotel. After lunch,
      travelled to Warnambool and on up to Camperdown. Very lush, green, grazing
      country (cattle and sheep) all through this area. Weather showery, but so
      far we have been lucky with our sight-seeing stops with mainly breaks for
      us to be reasonably dry when it was necessary.


  Were delighted to actually catch the Southern Right whales at Logans
      Beach (mother and calf at play - only out as far as the second wave from
      the sand breakers. Quite spectacular! Hope the photos come out. A little
      damp for this but well worth it.


  Arrived at Camperdown around 4:30 pm.


  Incidentals:


  

    	Portland, meal (yummy whiting and chips and salad) $14.40; drinks
        $5.20


    	Halls Gap, lunch $14.85; chemist $6.40; 51.5 litres of petrol


    	Camperdown, food $5.75; paper $1.10; groceries $18.65


  


  485 kms




  Day 14 - (At Camperdown)


  Camperdown to Grampians


  Very impressed with the rugged type of these mountains. Once again, very
      lucky with our outlook spots.


  Returned home via Stallwell and Ararat. Then dined at the Commercial
      Hotel. Absolutely beautiful meal - pork mignon for me, chicken schnitzel
      for Len - choice of own vegetables or salad. Really good and reasonably
      priced.


  485 kms.


  

    


  

    




  Day 15 - (At Camperdown)


  Did laundry at local laundromat and put five films in for processing.
      Then off to the beginning of the Great Ocean Road near P[or]t Campbell.


  Land out of Cobden towards Pt Campbell lovely rolling hills - weather:
      showers. By the time we reached the coast though, old Hughie had  shined
      on us again. Quite uncanny whenever there is something to look at, the
      rain stops and we get the chance to snap!


  We actually deviated from the main road to Pt Campbell and travelled
      through mostly dairy farming country (very lush and green) through Timboon
      to Peterborough on the coast and the real beginning of the G[rea]t Ocean
      Road. Between Peterborough and Pt Campbell we stopped to see London
      Bridge, Loch and Gorge.


  Lunch at Pt Campbell - Craypot Bistro at only pub in town. Whiting, chips
      and salad - over-cooked!


  Then the Twelve Apostles, Gibsons Steps, to Princeton. Here the road runs
      inland through Lower Gellibrand, Wattle Hill (nearer the coast) then back
      inland to Lavers Hill. From Lavers Hill we cut across country via a rather
      beautiful but rough stoney road through rainforest to the Gellibrand River
      R[oa]d and then on to Simpson and on to Cobden, again mainly sheep and
      cattle grazing - either beef or dairy. Then across to Cobden and back to
      Camperdown. Another interesting and enjoyable day.


  Fairly tiring with all the sight-seeing stops. Home to spruce up and out
      to dinner at the Hampden Hotel. A delicious Chinese meal of Sweet and Sour
      Pork, Beef in Black Bean Sauce, and small Fried Rice. Much lower-key than
      the Commercial (our favourite) but very enjoyable.


  Meal $22; drinks $5.80


  250 kms




  Day 16 - (At Camperdown)


  The Otways


  Left at 10 am. Travelled back via Colac to Lavers Hill and then down to
      Glenaire on the coast. From there the road goes inland through Hordern
      Vale. Again, weather showery. Just past Hordern Vale we turned off to go
      to Cape Otway - mainly to see the lighthouse (the oldest one in Aussie!).
      Didn’t bother actually doing the official tour of the light house area but
      took 10 - 15 minutes walk to a lookout which showed the lighthouse and the
      original telegraph station which they are in the very extended process of
      restoring to the original architect’s plans. Will be some years before
      completion.


  Back to the G[reat] O[cean] Road and on through Otway National Park to
      Marengo on the coast and to Apollo Bay for lunch, at the Apollo Pub. Nice
      whiting, chips and a little salad (not meant to be included in lunch
      menu!).


  After lunch, proceeded along the coast through Skenes Creek to Cape
      Patton Lookout for photos - again, weather showery but photo stops are
      “dry” - amazing! Then along the torturous G[reat] O[cean] Road to Lorne.
      Must say though, not the really terrifying run it must have been in the
      early days. Now spectacular but quite safe. Care just needs to be taken
      around some of the bends, for oncoming traffic who may have cut the
      corners a bit. No mishaps for us!


  Arrived at Lorne and it was raining - oh no (Hughie had let us down) -
      but wait for it, we did a drive through of the town, and back again, and
      would you believe, by the time we got back to the elevated parking area
      and picnic spot the rain had stopped. So, we were able to get a wintry
      sunshine photo of Lorne!


  Set off for Forrest along the falls and rainforest drive. Called in to
      view Erskine Falls - still no rain!


  Then set off for Forrest, about half-way along the unsealed (except for a
      little scattered blue metal at times, rather wet, pot-holey) road we
      finally met our match - a dirty big tree which had fallen across the road.
      Someone (?) had sawn some off the top of the tree and there were rather
      boggy-looking tracks (probably 4WD) in the soft muddy edges - there was
      not enough room for us to pass. Why they hadn’t cut more off, I
      don’t know. There was just no way we could pass so back we went to a road
      junction we had passed and risked the even more minor (according to the
      maps) road across to another road to Forrest.


  It turned out to be a really good track, even though a little narrower,
      and we made it safely back to Forrest. Our road then was a good road to
      Colac and back to Camperdown.


  Another good day, a little wetter, but all went well and it certainly was
      different!


  Dinner again at Commercial Hotel. It really is something else for a
      country pub. Refurbished I believe, but absolutely great food in a very
      attractive Bistro setting - with raised centre floor (can be used as a
      dance floor for functions) and surrounded by other dining section around
      the raised section and with a small front lower section near the entrance
      and an attractive “bar” to service the area. Bistro foods are really
      superb, or so we found.


  Meal: Pork mignon (with choice of vegetables and pepper sauce) and I
      chose Lamb Hot Pot - Lamb and Veg - very tasty but mostly vegetables. Then
      I finished with Choc[olate] Mousse - yumm!


  Cost: $25.50; Drinks $8.50


  370 kms

    




  Last Days - Camperdown - Melbourne - Merimbula


  Day 17


  Camperdown, via coast and Geelong to Melbourne.


  Lunch at Barwon Heads.


  Meals: $13.80; Drinks $6.60; Phone calls $1.40


  At Leopold: 5.07 litres. Petrol $5


  Little River - off freeway, petrol 20.06 litres; $20


  Arrived at Helen’s around 4:30 pm. Eve there to welcome us.


  324 kms.


  Day 18


  Quiche $10.50


  44 kms


  Day 19


  From Helen’s and in and around Mt Eliza.


  184 kms


  Day 22


  Mt Eliza to Merimbula.


  582 kms
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